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Co n t e xt

Across the summer I  v I s Ited the one tree Project, 
where the work of ten BrIt I sh des Igners wAs 
exhIB Ited. the wood they used wAs hArvested 
from An Ash tree thAt hAd to Be felled due to 
dIeB Ack, A dIseAse slowly wIP Ing out the vAst 
mAjorIty of our Ash trees . 

followIng on from thIs , I  A Imed to des Ign Items 
us Ing mAter IAls thAt Are cons Idered wAste or

low-grAde, whIle Also develoP Ing my AB Il Ity to 
turn vessels And construct furnIture.

Left :  Copp iCed SyC amore treeS , Stanmer park



2

Mo d e r n l i f e  f ro M w i l d e r l a n d
By seB Ast IAn And BrogAn cox

AccordIng to the Ir mAnIfesto, t ImBer should Be 
used more wIdely Across A vAr Iety of Industr Ies .

conscIous woodlAnd mAnAgement technIques , 
such As coPP Ic Ing, would Act to IncreAse the 
B IodIvers Ity of our woodlAnds. thIs would Also 
Allow us A sustAInABle source of t ImBer thAt 
would rAP Idly sequester more c ArBon thAn our 
current AncIent woodlAnd.

Left :  Cover of modern l i fe  from wilder land



3
Above :  map of SuSSex, mater ial  loC at ionS in red
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re s e a rC h

through my reseArch, I decIded where I sourced the 
mAterIAl would Be one of my mAIn focuses. reActIng 
to the mAterIAl As It chAnged, rAther thAn fIghtIng 
to creAte somethIng ‘Perfect’ I would AccePt the 
ImPerfectIon And the BeAuty It BrIngs. I would 
Also look Into technIques used to ‘mend’ Items, 
contInuIng to Add vAlue As well As ImProve functIon.



5

sta n M e r Pa r k

the stAnmer estAte hAs creAted A lAnd mAnAgement 
PlAn As PArt of Its ongoIng conservAtIon efforts . 
they wIll Be coPP Ic Ing select AreAs on A 25-yeAr 
cycle to Allow for t ImBer ProductIon; thIs  wIll In 
turn develoP the B IodIvers Ity of the lAnd.

tAkIng PArt In coPP Ic Ing efforts wIthIn stAnmer PArk, 
we were g Iven Access to green t ImBer of vAry Ing s Izes .

Left :  Copp iCed SyC amore treeS , Stanmer park
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the CoPPiCing ProCess
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ne w en g l a n d wo o d l a n d

run By ret Ired tutor And woodworker PAtrIck 
letschkA, new englAnd woodlAnd Is  communIty-
owned, B Ased outs Ide of cucksf Ield, eAst sussex.

As PArt of conservAtIon And dIseAse control efforts , 
over 600 Ash trees Are grAduAlly Be Ing felled. 

due to the loc AtIon, thIs  t ImBer I s  d Iff Icult to 
remove, most of It wIll Be kePt And used wIthIn the 
woodlAnd.

Right:  logS at the tool Shed, new england woodland
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Be n t l e y wo o d s

the t ImBer sourced from Bentley woods 
wAs felled for wood tool demonstrAtIons, 
however there wAs An excess . It wAs left As 
wAste And then tAken for f Irewood. 
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CoPford sawMill

A fAmIly-run sAwmIll B Ased neAr heAthf Ield, 
sussex. cuttIng t ImBer thAt hAs Been felled By 
tree surgeons from Around sussex.
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weald and downland MuseuM

Left & Above :  the floorboardS of the flour mil l  had yearS of f lour puShed 
into the gra in , mak ing it  more prominent .

beLow:  all t imber waS uSed, no matter the imperfeCt ionS
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what3words

usIng whAt3words, I AIm to creAte A serIes of tAgs for my 
work so IndIvIduAls cAn trAck where the mAterIAl cAme from.
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Brighton MuseuM

I  v I s Ited BrIghton museum to f Ind InsP IrAt Ion for Both form And mAkIng technIques . 
throughout hIstory ImPerfect Ion hAs Been A PArt of crAft, often emBrAced By the mAker 
through vArIous wAys of mendIng.

Above & Right:  a ColleCt ion of wood f ired veSSelS
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Left -  ‘the wooden bowl’
Above -  ‘the wooden bowl’
Right -  ‘turning green wood’
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Above :  footr ing ConCept development

Right: form development
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Above & Left :  Cont inued development of form



Co n C e P t

As I  contInued my reseArch I  BegAn to focus on 
des IgnIng Items thAt emBrAced ImPerfect Ion And 
utIl I se low-grAde or wAste t ImBer. to mInImIze c ArBon 
emIss Ions, I  tr Ied to source the mAjorIty of my 
mAter IAls from sussex-B Ased sources , such As stAnmer 
PArk And coPford sAwmIll .

Left :  Copp iCed SyC amore veSSel
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develoPMent

hAvIng consIdered the vAr Ious dIfferent routes 
I  wAnted to tAke my Project, I  decIded to creAte 
A ser Ies  of vessels for eAch of the loc AtIons 
I  sourced mAter IAls . my work would rotAte 
Around reActIng to the mAter IAl And how It 
chAnges As It dr Ies . I  would try to use All of 
the mAter IAls As fAr As I  could tAke them, As to 
mInImIse my wAste.
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top Left :  aSh veSSel , wood workShop

bottom Left :  aSh veSSel , wood workShop

CentRAL :  dry ing aSh veSSel , wood workShop
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Right:  f ig . Spl i t  aSh veSSel , wood workShop

Left :  planning braSS p late to v i Sually ‘ f ix ’
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beLow:  veSSel  on the Steamer , wood workShop

Right:  forC ing the wood to warp , wood workShop

AddIng steAm, wAter And heAt to the vessels forced 
them to dry And wArP, however c Aused the grAIn to 
Become more PromInent or dIscoloured In PlAces .



21

ut i l i s n g wa st e t i M B e r f o r f u r n i t u r e

my AIm wAs to use the mAter IAl to the Best of 
my AB Il Ity to construct furnIture, AccePt Ing 
ImPerfect Ions And flAws.

top Left :  one of J J ’ S  tableS for inSp irat ion

top Right:  gi fted t imber from J J

Above :  oak leaveS planed flat , wood workShop

Right:  Cleaned up t imber , 

leav ing in Some of the Cut 

markS

bottom:  Chonky benCh, uS ing 

waSte t imber from Copford 

Sawmill
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Above :  exper iment ing with exhib it ing , wood workShop

top Right:  play ing with form, wood workShop

Right:  play ing with form, wood workShop
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beLow:  organiC aSpeCtS left beh ind, wood workShop

Right:  roughed out SyC amore veSSel , wood workShop
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Left :  SCortChed veSSel , wood workShop

Above :  SCortChed veSSel , wood workShop



25

Left :  Saggar f ired Sl i pC aSt formS , CeramiCS workShop

Above :  Saggar pot with SyC amore Shav ingS , CeramiCS workShop
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Right:  turning, wood workShop

beLow:  turning, wood workShop

bottom Right:  turning toolS , wood workShop
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re s o lu t i o n

I  hAve creAted A vAry Ing Body of work thAt emBrAces 
the orgAnIc nAture of the mAter IAls used. the t ImBer 
I s  Allowed to wArP And crAck, wIth It Be Ing ‘f Ixed’ 
where APProPr IAte . the cerAmIcs use the wAste shAvIngs 
to Be f Ired. the wAste t ImBer from coPford sAwmIll 
hAs Been used to creAte my exhIB It Ion furnIture. 

It I s  more comPl Ic Ated us Ing wAste mAter IAl As you 
hAve to des Ign to f It It , however thIs  then l Im Its your 
wAste As well As creAtes snIPPets of orgAnIc BeAuty.

Left :  the tr i log ieS , wood workShop
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Above :  imperfeCt ion, wood workShop

Right:  new england woodland veSSel , wood workShop
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Above :  danC ing SyC amore , wood workShop

Left :  the Copp iCed ColleCt ion, wood workShop
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top Left :  ColleCt ion of veSSelS , wood workShop

Above :  the f irewood ColleCt ion, wood workShop

Left :  aSh veSSel , wood workShop




