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“Space crafts” is a project exploring how contemporary ceramics can capture the idea of the big unknown, space travel and space 

itself. The aim was to create a landscape of another world by producing sculptural pieces that do not fit in this reality and to 

introduce the audience to my utopian world of science fiction. My work is inspired by the aesthetics of 50s, 60s, and 70s and supported 

by a contemporary vision of space travel. I was heavily influenced by the space race, architecture and Stanislaw Lem’s books.

ABOUT

ADA MAJER - "SPACE CRAFTS"
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During my first year ceramic rotation I was looking into retrofuturism and the influence of space race on 

architecture. Throughout that project I created my very first ceramic pieces that became close to my heart. 

Believing that this project started my ceramic journey and enhanced my interest in science fiction and 

space I decided that it deserves development and attention. Substantial amount of inspiration for my final 

project found its start in books about science fiction and stories written by polish writer Stanislaw Lem.
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“[…] they trapped polar lights in large transparent vessels and with these 

illuminated their dwellings. He who among them was more important, the 

more polar lights he had, lemon, yellow and silver.” ~p.2 (Lem)

Quote from: "the three electroknights"

“He immediately cranked up a great vortex, and soon as it began to move, 

the cosmogonist reached for his beams. He had three of these: red, violet 

and invisible. With the first he ignited a stellar sphere, and instantly it 

became a red giant, but the nebula grew no lighter. He pricked the star with 

the second beam, until it whitened. […] (his assistant) turned up the star, 

and from white it changed to blue.” ~ p.8 (Lem)

Quote from: "uranium earpieces"

STANISLAW LEM

STANISLAW LEM

STANISLAW LEM

“The meteors also pounded in waves of stone of the ground of Aragena, 

bombarded it, furrowed and plowed it; with fountains of fire-spouting 

impacts they turned night into day, and day – with thick clouds of dust – 

into night.” ~ p.41 (Lem)

Quote from: "the white death"

“Science fiction participates in both promoting this myth of technolog-

ical mastery and transcendence, and deflating it. It provides the lan-

guage, images, and concepts that celebrate our cultural preoccupation 

with science and technology, and that express our anxieties and fears 

regarding how they are changing our world and our selves.” ~p.4 (Vint).

SHERRYL VINT

“[…], the voyage into space offers convenient transit to other worlds, 

which offers sites for metaphorical and cultural speculation.” ~p.7 

(Seed)

DAVID SEED

“Books that take any of the following subjects, themes, trappings or pros 

are liable to be thought of as science fiction: Spaceships, interplanetary 

or interstellar travel; Aliens and the encounter with aliens; Mechanical 

robots, genetic engineering, biological robots (’androids’); Computers, 

advanced technology, virtual reality; Time travel; Alternative history; 

Futuristic utopias and dystopias.” ~p.14/15 (Roberts)

ADAM ROBERTS
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THROUGHOUT MY JOURNEY I HAVE BEEN ExPERIMENTING WITH DIFFERENT TExTURES AND TECHNIQUES USING 
COTTON TO MAKE "ALIEN COCOONS". THIS PROCESS WAS BENEFICIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE BALANCE BETWEEN 
THE SIMPLICITY OF FORM AND THE COMPLExity of surface decoration. even though the technique have 
not been used in my final outcomes it was an important discovery influencing the design process. 
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Research for this project included making over sixty stoneware glaze testes to 
create oddly looking alien textures and colours inspired by sci-fi pop culture. 
I believe that the authenticity of my work comes from my love and unique approach 
to colours, textures and the combination of glazed and unglazed surfaces as well 
as the merge of perfectly symmetrical shapes and those carefully developed glazes.



B26
Lava glaze with Pitch Black Stain.

A9
gloopy glaze with pitch black. stain.

NI-12C
delicate turquise glaze.

CU-75
dark Matt turquise glaze.

B16
Lava glaze with egg yellow Stain.

NI-12
glaze that resebles planet earth.

RC
clear shiny glaze with dark spots.

NI-12C + NG014
ni-12c on top of a ready made orange 

glaze.
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A6
gloopy glaze with egg yellow stain.

MBB + B22
Deep blue glaze with turquise Lava glaze 

on top.

A8+A6+A7
gloopy glazes with orange and egg yellow 

stains and cobalt oxide.

MBB
Deep navy blue glaze in the colour of 

midnight sky.

Z6
Crawling Glaze with Pitch Black Stain

Z7
Crawling Glaze with Yellow Stain.

Z8
Crawling Glaze with True Red Stain.

Z4+Z5
Crawling Glaze with cobalt oxide and 

bright orange stain.

BPM
light blue and purple glaze with little 

crystals on its surface.

FE-82
clear shiny glaze with yellow spots.
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BPM + MBB CU-75 + PURPLE LAVA GLAZE

NI-12C + NG014 CLEAR SHINY GLAZE + B26

NG014 + Z4 + Z7 CR + NG014 

NG014 + CU-75 CR
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Exhibition. 

Sculptures are hidden in a polyhedron that flies in space so that inhabitants of various galaxies 
and planets can visit the exhibition without travelling for years. After entering the polyhedron 
you can float around the sculptures that are fixed to the walls and floor and the audience 
can see them from every angle. Pieces can be also viewed from the outside thanks to the big 
windows. The inside of the polyhedron would resemble the inside of contemporary spacecraft 
kept in white and monochromatic colours letting the colours of my work pop.
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