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HOW DO THEY COME TOGETHER?HOW DO THEY COME TOGETHER?



EXCAVATION

The mission starts with excavation. Due to the 
secrecy of the project they will excavate using basic 
tools such as pickaxes and shovels, rather than 
tunnelling machines in order to decrease noise. This 
will require significant man power that will come from 
Extinction Rebellion members. 

TRANSPORT 
OF EXCAVATED 
MATERIAL
The material that has been excavated from 
the tunnels will be transported via cart back to 
Extinction Rebellion HQ. On the floor of the tunnels 
there will be a rail imbedded for the cart to run along 
which will speed up and make the transportation 
easier. 

CRUSHING 
OF EXCAVATED 
MATERIAL
When the excavated material is brought back to 
XD HQ, it will be manually crushed into fine pieces. 
This is to prepare it to being added to the mix. The 
material will consist of mainly chalk and other rubble 
found underneath Brighton. 

KEN BRINGS HOME 
PLASTIC FROM 
WORK
Ken takes the plastic recycling he salvages from 
the New Haven Incinerator discretely in through his 
house and down to the underground workshop 
beneath his house.

PLASTIC GETS 
SHREDDED

In order for the plastic to be added to the brick mix, 
it needs to be shedded into fine pieces. This will be 
done through the use of high speed blenders. It will 
be nesecary to have a stage before blending where 
the plastic is cut into small enough pieces to fit in 
the blender. This could be through the use of an 
industrial plastic shredder.

COMPONENTS 
MIXED TOGETHER

The components of the brick mix get added to a 
washing machine to be mixed together. The washing 
machine acts as a make shift mixer, the mix consists 
of 1 part excavated material (chalk and rubble), one 
part plastic, a small amount of cement and water. 

BRICK MOULDS

The mix gets transfered from the washing machines 
to brick moulds. The moulds have been made from 
floorboards that have been taken out of the existing 
house and nailed together in a brick formation. The 
nails are also from the existing house which have 
been straightened and reused.

KILN

The bricks will then be fired and set in an on site 
kiln in the underground workshop. The kiln will be 
situated so that it can use the existing chimney in 
Gail’s house to pass the smoke. 

BRICKS 
TRANSPORTED VIA 
TUNNEL TO PARKS.
Once the bricks have cooled down and are ready to 
be used they will be transported via the tunnels to 
their end destination of a park or private garden in 
Brighton.

CONSTRUCTION OF 
‘BIRD BATHS’

Bird baths will be construted from the recyled brick 
in parks and gardens around Brighton. These will 
benefit bird populations which have been declining. 

PROTEST!PROTEST!

While to the public it is just a bird bath, to Extinction 
Rebellion members and followers it is a meeting 
point for protests. These bird baths are the access 
points to Extinction Rebellion’s tunnel network.

FROM EXCAVATION TO PROTESTFROM EXCAVATION TO PROTEST
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1:20 BIRD BATH PROTEST POINT1:20 BIRD BATH PROTEST POINT



1:1 LACED BRICKWORK DETAIL

These are the bricks that are being made at Extinction 
Rebellion HQ. They are
• 1 part plastic
• 1 part excavated material (mainly chalk)
• water
• cement
These are used to build both the bird bath protest points 
and the HQ itself. For the non supporting structures of 
the design the bricks are laid in this laced pattern, to still 
allow light to pass through.



QUEENS PARK’S BIRD BATHQUEENS PARK’S BIRD BATH



BACK AT HQBACK AT HQ
Gail lives at 7 Pelham Square and Ken lives on 3 Gail 
chose these two houses as the site for Extinction 
Rebellion HQ due to their seemingly unconspicuous, 
run down appearance. They were also selected 
particularly as the two house’s gardens back onto 
eachother. This allows the two basements to be 
extended and connected to one another.
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SNEAK PEAK INSIDE HQSNEAK PEAK INSIDE HQ

Plastic shredder has a shoot that leads the fragments of plastic to the main workbench 
underneath the bird bath skylight. At this stage the plastic is manually shredded using high 
speed kitchen blenders to achieve finer pieces that can be added to the brick micture.

First glimpse of the double height voulted ceilings. Two symetrical spiral staircases either 
side cut through the whole height of each building taking the characters from their living 
quarters down to the underground workshop.

Ken brings the plastic recycling that he salvages from work through the ground floor of his 
house. Fitted into the back garden extension is a shoot that leads directly to the plastic 
shredder in the underground workshop. This is where ken deposits the plastic with ease, 
without having to carry it down.

Ken enters deeper into the subterranean workshop by walking down the slope 
next to the plastic shredder which is embedded into the ground. Once he gets to the lower 
level he meets the plastic fragments to carry out stage 2. You can see the staircase down to 
the secret escape room.

Simultaneously to the plastic being brought in and shredded, excavated material is being 
brought in through the tunnels in a cart. The cart is ran on a rail built into the slope. The 
material is constantly coming in from building Extinction Rebellion’s tunnel network.

A view down the voulted space with the large brick kiln in the background.The excavated material is brought to this workbench opposite the plastic blending 
workbench. This is where the excavated material (mainly consisting of Brighton;s chalk) gets 
manually smashed up with a hammer so that it can be added to the brick micture.

When both elements (plastic and excavated material) are broken up into small enough 
pieces, they get measured out and added to a small amount of cement and water. All the 
elements get put into the washing machines which act as mixers.

From the washing machines, the mixture gets transfered into brick moulds. These brick 
moulds have been made out of floorboards removed from the existing houses upstairs. 
There is a conveyerbelt covered by small arches which takes the bricks to the kiln. 

A view into the meeting room where Gail holds secret meetings to plan protests. On the wall 
inside is a large map of Brighton with possible bird bath protest points plotted.

The bricks are taken out on the other side of the kiln which is in the storage space. Bricks 
are left to cool down before being stacked.

The bricks are stored in module stacks that fit through the tunnels ready to be transported 
(via tunnel) to their park/garden destination.




